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719-657-3376  TrueLocalBank.com
2.47%

15 Year Fixed Annual Parcentage Rate*
*APR as of 12/3/2020 and rates/terms subject to change without notice. APR assumes 30 Year Fixed Rate Loan $245,000, no cash out. 80% LTV, excellent credit. DTiwithin policy, and no origination Fee. Appraisal. Title, Credit and Other Fees may apply. Contact a lender to learn more. rate subject to credit approval. Rate and Term listed is for well qualified borrowers and your rate/term may be highter based on credit or collateral. NMLS: 446071

REFINANCE YOUR HOME LOAN TODAY!
What would you do the the extra money you can save from a home refinance!

Call Julie or Scott at 657-4558 today to find out 
how we can put more money in your pocket!

Today: Mostly sunny, with a high 
near 41. Wind chill values between 
-10 and zero. Southwest wind 5 to 
10 mph. 

Tonight: Partly cloudy, with a 
low around 14. Southwest wind 5 
to 10 mph. 

Friday: A slight chance of rain 
and snow showers before 4pm, then 
a slight chance of snow showers. 
Increasing clouds, with a high near 
37. South southwest wind 5 to 15 
mph, with gusts as high as 30 mph. 
Chance of precipitation is 20%. New 
precipitation amounts of less than a 
tenth of an inch possible. 

Friday night: Snow showers 
likely, mainly before 11pm. Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 15. 
South southwest wind 5 to 10 mph 
becoming west after midnight. 
Chance of precipitation is 60%. New 
snow accumulation of 1 to 2 inches 
possible. 

Saturday: A 20 percent chance of 
snow showers before 11am. Mostly 
sunny, with a high near 31. West 
northwest wind 10 to 15 mph, with 
gusts as high as 30 mph. 

Saturday night: Mostly clear, 
with a low around 9. West northwest 
wind around 10 mph. 

Sunday: Sunny, with a high near 
39. West northwest wind around 
10 mph. 

Sunday night: Mostly clear, with a 
low around 14. West southwest wind 
around 10 mph. 

MONTE VISTA — The Monte 
Vista Coop Dedication to Education 
Foundation is accepting scholarship 
applications. 

The scholarships are in honor of 
the Coop’s founding members and 
in remembrance of Dennis Kay and 
Mike Kelley, former employees 
who whole-heartedly believed 
in supporting young people. The 
Monte Vista Coop Dedication 
to Education Foundation was 
instituted to establish scholarships to 
assist students with financial support 
to the college of their choice.

Visit the Monte Vista Coop 
website, www.mvcoop.com to 
download a scholarship application 
or stop by the Monte Vista Coop 
main office to pick one up. The 
deadline to apply is Jan. 31. For more 
information, call Brenda Cooper at 
719-852-51812 Ext. 1049.

MV Coop Education 
Foundation 

opens scholarship 
application process

By Lyndsie FerreLL 
CREEDE — Creede Board of 

Education members 
met for their monthly 
meeting on Jan. 26 
to discuss ways to 
involve the community 
and to keep working 
toward transparency 
while keeping the 
community aware of 
how they are handling 
t h e  C O V I D - 1 9 
pandemic.  Board 
members discussed several ways 

to keep the community informed 
including introducing a new 

community survey. 
D u r i n g  t h e 

discussion, board 
members agreed that 
a newsletter about 
how the school is 
combating COVID-19 
would be the best place 
to start.

From the beginning 
of the school year, 
the district has made 

several changes in preparation for the 

2020-2021 school year to be as ready 
as possible for any changes related to 
COVID-19 restrictions or outbreaks.  

So far, the district has only had 
to close once in early December 
2020 out of precaution and returned 
to in-person learning within a few 
days. The district spent most of 
the funding awarded through the 
COVID-19 Relief Funding grant to 
purchase technological equipment 
including Chrome Books for every 
student and making sure teachers 
had the equipment necessary to 
offer exceptional remote learning 

for students.
After the brief shutdown, the 

district also implemented a new 
symptom checklist for parents 
through a smartphone application to 
monitor symptoms from home before 
students arrived at the school.

These measures as well as several 
others comply with state and local 
COVID-19 guidelines and are the 
reason the school maintained in-
person learning for the majority of 
the school year.

In further discussion, school board 

Creede Board of Education discuss 
COVID-19, options for transparency 

Please see BOE on Page 8A

staFF report
DEL NORTE — Rio Grande 

Hospital and Rio Grande County 
Public Health realized a need in the 
community and quickly found a 
solution. 

Both Rio Grande County Public 
Health and Rio Grande Hospital had 
doses of COVID-19 vaccine along 
with waiting lists with over 600 people 
on their combined lists.

Rio Grande County Public Health 
was willing to share vaccine doses 
with Rio Grande Hospital during a 
mass vaccination clinic but needed 
help organizing the event. Rio Grande 
Hospital Chief Nursing Officer and the 

team then went to work.  
The Del Norte Fire Department 

was contacted and donated a large 
space for the event and provided five 
volunteers. They also donated tables, 
chairs, and ensured the building was 
ready for use as well as plowing snow 
off the parking areas to ensure safety.

The United States Forest Service 
assisted with traffic control, parking, 
patient assistance and brought 15 
volunteers.

Trinidad State Junior College 
assisted with patient screening and 
vaccinations with 30 students and 
three instructors.

Rio Grande agencies come together 
for COVID-19 vaccination clinic

Courtesy photo
Local EMS partners pictured left to right, AJ Fresquez, DNEMS, Stefan 
Ortega, MVEMS, Tammy Hanynie, DNEMS, Shannon Goldsberry, 
Linette Schmidt, and Woody SFFR, assisted with the COVID-19 
vaccination clinic in Del Norte.Please see CLINIC on Page 8A

Engineering firm chosen for the 
Willow Creek Floodplain design

By Lyndsie FerreLL
CREEDE — After sorting 

through several  bids  f rom 
Colorado-based engineering 
firms, Headwaters Alliance is 
moving forward with a team led 
by Matrix Design Group to begin 
the process of redesigning the 
Lower Willow Creek Floodplain.

Founded in  Colorado in 
1999, Matrix is an employee-
owned company with local 
offices in Colorado Springs and 
Denver that provide professional 
e n g i n e e r i n g ,  c o n s u l t i n g , 
environmental, planning and 
program management services. 

“As professionals dedicated 
to floodplain habitat and fluvial 
sys t em rehab i l i t a t ion ,  we 
are really excited to support 
TU, HWA and the Town of 

Creede with the project,” said 
Aaron Sutherlin, a professional 
engineer and project manager 

for Matrix who specializes 
in stream restorat ion.  “We 
Please see DESIGN on Page 4A

Courtesy photo
The team began work on the Willow Creek Floodplain Design.

State adds 
new data 
metrics to 

vaccine 
dashboard

staFF report
Colorado Department of Public 

Health and Environment (CDPHE) 
announced on Friday, Jan. 22, the 
vaccine data dashboard will include 
additional metrics. The dashboard will 
include vaccine administration by race-
ethnicity, age group, and sex.

The data available for race and 
ethnicity represents 78% of individuals 
receiving one or more doses because 
providers have not historically been 
required to report that data on all 
patients to the Colorado Immunization 
Information System (CIIS).

The state has now asked providers 
to collect race/ethnicity data when 
Please see  VACCINE on Page 6A
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ALL NEW

ADDRESSES
Valley 

Publishing 
has all 

NEW email 
addresses!

News: bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com
Classifieds: awelch@valleypublishinginc.com 

Advertising: smarquez@valleypublishinginc.com

Courtesy photos
Willow Creek drainage aerial.

From left to right- 
Matt Stegall and 

Danny Rodic.

DESIGN
Continued from Page 1A
look forward to collaborating 
with community stakeholders to 
develop a resilient, process-based 
design that integrates floodplain 
function with public recreation and 
education.”

Suther l in  has  18 years  of 
experience and will serve as project 
manager for the floodplain design. 

Matrix’s multi-disciplinary team 
includes SWCA Environmental 
Consultants and Blue Mountain 
Consultants, both of which have 
extensive relevant project history 
in Colorado. SWCA was founded 
in Flagstaff and has local offices 
in Denver and Fort Collins. Blue 
Mountain is based in Berthoud 
and has location-specific work 
experience on the Wason Ranch 
performed by Jim Nankervis. 

“While each firm provides a wide 
variety of services, we carefully 
constructed our team to provide 
specific subject matter expertise,” 
said Sutherlin. “Matrix will lead 
the design and will rely heavily 
on Blue Mountain for fisheries and 
geomorphology, and SWCA for 
mine reclamation and floodplain 
restoration.”  

Whereas the previous design 
was implemented only on the 
Lower Willow Creek Restoration 
Company’s parcel, the new design 
will work with landowners from the 
Flume to the Rio Grande — Mountain 
Views RV Resort, Wason Ranch, 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife, the 
Mineral County Fairgrounds, and 
the aforementioned Lower Willow 
Creek Restoration Company. 

The new design will be different 
in other ways as well. Headwaters 
Alliance, working with Trout 
Unlimited, is fully aware of the 
previous design’s shortcomings 
and has asked that Matrix create 
a design that will respond to 
challenges, not create a “fixed 
state.”

The floodplain is an alluvial 
fan where enormous amounts of 
rock have and will always move 
under high water conditions. It is 
a dynamic system and will remain 
so. Additionally, all those rocks 
aren’t ideal for building soil, which 
means structure for vegetation 
and continued maintenance and 
attention are paramount to the 
long-term success. 

Just a few weeks ago, work began 
when Project Manager Sutherlin, 
Danny Rodic and Matt Stegall 
from Matrix along with Nankervis 
from Blue Mountain Consultants 
surveyed the floodplain, gathering 
high-resolution data to help inform 
their design. Representatives from 
the Matrix team will be visiting 
Creede several times in the coming 
year to analyze the floodplain, 
speak with  landowners ,  and 
present  their  designs to  the 
community. 

“Our initial objective with our 
fieldwork is to just get a better 
understanding of what’s going 
on within the project limits and 
what’s contributing upstream,” 
said Sutherlin. 

The team has a specific list of 
preliminary questions such as: 

• Where is the low spot in the 
valley? 

• Where does the stream “want” 
to be? 

• What types and sizes of particles 
are moving around when this thing 
gets going? 

• What can be done at the mouth 
of the flume to dissipate energy and 
distribute flows to better utilize a 
functional floodplain and reduce 
erosion potential? 

• What are some of the adjacent 
landowner constraints-desires?  

The Matrix team was happy 
to spend time not only on the 
floodplain but also with community 
members and HWA staff and board 
members.  

“It was good to engage with the 
Matrix guys, hear their ideas and 
share some of our own ideas and 
concerns,” said Jan Crawford, 
HWA Board Accountant. “This 
kind of open dialogue between 
our community and their experts 
seems like an important element 
of getting it as right as we can, 
yet recognizing that mother nature 
may still come up with behavior we 
are not wise or powerful enough 
to foresee, prevent or appreciate.” 

Headwaters Alliance stated it 
was proud to be moving forward 
on this project with Matrix at 
such a beloved, iconic location. 
During the process, there will be 
ample opportunities for community 
meetings and volunteer events.

“ We  e n j o y e d  o u r  v i s i t , ” 
s a i d  S u t h e r l i n , 
“ a n d  r e c o g n i z e d 
immedia te ly  tha t 
we’ll  be working 
with a group that 
shares our passion 
to see this project 
through a successful 
implementation.” 

F o r  m o r e 
information on this, 
contact Development 
and  Engagemen t 
Coordinator  Alex 
H a n d l o f f  a t  t h e 
Headwaters Alliance 
a t  c o o r d i n a t o r @
headwatersalliance.
org.

From left to right- Jim Nankervis, Matt Stegall, Danny Rodic, and 
Aaron Sutherlin

From left to right- Aaron Sutherlin and Jim Nankervis.


