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ON THE EDGE OF COMMON SENSE

Worth a Drive Bakery is OPEN again for business, we 
appreciate your patience while we were remodeling.

719.852.0967
5115 E. CR 9 South

Monte Vista

If Herefords were black and Angus were red
would breeders of Herefords breed Angus 

instead?
I mean, would the people who bred Her-

efords first
be now breeding Angus if things were re-

versed.

Or would they be loyal to red, white and true
To color of cowlick be always true blue?
If such were the case would they dis all the 

blacks,
Tell jokes about prolapse, compare them 

to Yaks

More suited for saddle or wearin’ a yoke
Than stubbornly breeding until they go 

broke.
And those of the Aberdeen Angus cartel,
would they tout maternal endowments, as 

well,

Promoting their native resistence to thorns,
while cursing as mutants those not sprout-

ing horns.
Just draggin’ their sheath through the cheat-

grass and burrs
like leaky ol’ bass boats nobody insures.

Debate would rage on like it does anyway
if South had worn blue or the North had 

worn gray,
Or if Henry Ford had been Hank Chevrolet
You’d still be a Ford man... or would you, 

today?

So if Herefords were black and Angus were 
red

would breeders of Herefords breed Angus 
instead?

The question begs deep philosophical 
thought

but don’t get disgruntled or get overwrought

The breeders of purebreds run true to the 
grain

And efforts to change them would just be 
in vain

And not ‘cause they think other cattle are bad
“I’m stickin’ with this one, ‘cause that’s what 

Dad had.”

Baxter Black, former large animal 
veterinarian and irregular commentator 
on National Public Radio, is America’s 
best-selling cowboy poet. He is a frequent 
performer at national stock shows and 
rodeos as well as in many smaller local 
events. He is author of several books, 
including Cactus Tracks, Croutons on a 

Cow Pie, Hey, Cowboy, Wanna Get Lucky? 
and Dunny and the Duck. Baxter Black 
can be contacted via e-mail at: vikki@
baxterblack.com

Martin joins Rural Health Services Council
ALAMOSA – The American 

Hospital Association (AHA) Board 
of Trustees welcomes Konnie Martin, 
Chief Executive Officer, San Luis 
Valley Health, as an advisory member 
to the Rural Health Services Council.  
Martin will begin her three-year term 
January 1, 2021.

The Rural Health Services Council 
plays an important role of actively 
advising the AHA on advocacy 
positions, public policy issues and 
rural member service strategies.  
Members of the AHA Board value 
Konnie’s willingness to serve and 
have expressed their appreciation for 
her expertise in rural health issues.

Martin is completing a recent Konnie Martin Courtesy photo

BOCES 
Child Find 
addresses 

child 
development

If you have concerns about 
your 0-5 year old child’s 
development (if not yet in 
Preschool/Head Start) call 
SLV BOCES Child Find!  Our 
purpose is to locate, identify 
and evaluate children who may 
have delays in speech, motor, 
cognitive or social development.  
If a significant delay is identified, 
families are connected with 
appropriate free services to 
address delays.   Refer your 
child online at slvboces.org, 
click on Child Find and then 
ONLINE REFERRAL.  For 
children in school please bring 
your concerns to your child’s 
teacher.   Questions – call 719 
587 5428

leadership role as Board Chair for 
the Colorado Hospital Association. 
She holds a Bachelor of Science in 
Mathematics, Computer Science 
and Business from the University of 
Arkansas at Monticello. She completed 
the Advanced Leadership Training 
Program (ALTP) at the Regional 
Institute for Health and Environmental 
Leadership (RIHEL), the CDC-
founded regional leadership institute 
for Colorado; the UCLA/Johnson 
& Johnson Health Care Executive 
Program (HCEP); and the AHA 
Health Care System Transformation 
Fellowship. Her classroom includes 
the lessons she learns every day from 
her staff, community, and family.

Headwaters Alliance continues 
work toward Dark Sky Designation

By Lyndsie FerreLL
MINERAL COUNTY- For almost 

a year the Headwaters Alliance in 
partnership with Mineral County, the 
City of Creede and the Mineral County 
and Creede Chamber of Commerce 
have been working toward a Dark 
Sky Designation. There are many 
reasons why this area in southwestern 
Colorado is deemed unique and one 
is the fact that it is a place that has 
little to no light pollution.

“Becoming a Dark Sky region 
is a process, one that takes time 
and dedication to the preservation 
of one of the darkest places in the 
state. There are several components 
to the designation application that 
Please see DARK SKY on Page 6 Courtesy photo
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Golden Pick Hockey Tournament with near-record teams

Courtesy photos
Team A winners: Kip’s Minnesota Courtesy of Brian Brittain

By Lyndsie FerreLL
CREEDE- The Silver Ice Park 

located north of Creede was full 
of people this past weekend for 
the annual Golden Pick Hockey 
Tournament. Visitors from all over 
the place came to participate in the 
tournament or to watch the action 
taking place on the ice. According 
to reports from several people, the 
event saw a near record number 
of teams that signed up for the 
tournament and that made for one 
epic weekend. “We typically have 
about 28 teams and this year 15 
signed up. Considering the COVID 
restrictions, we were really happy 
with that number,” said Brian 
Brittain owner of Tommyknocker 
Tavern.

The ice ponds were glistening 
in the early morning sun as it 
peeked over the high caldera cliffs 
surrounding Silver Ice Park and 
teams hit the ice ready for some 
good old fashion competition. 
Saturday bloomed bright and 
clear with scattered cloud cover 
throughout the day. Visitors set up 
along the banks of the ponds where 

bonfires roared. 
“It is just really nice to have 

something to do and to get outside 
even if you’re not participating in 
the tournament,” said one spectator 
who cheered on the games. From 
the bonfires to the brief breaks in 
games while event coordinator Kip 
Nagy brought out the infamous 
Zamboni machine, the weekend 
was a huge success.

Sunday was windy and cold as a 
pending snowstorm made its way 
over the San Juan Mountains, but 
it did nothing to deter people from 

coming to enjoy a day outside. 
Sunday marked the end of the 
tournament with the following 
winners, A-league winners were 
Kip’s Minnesota, B-league winners 
were Wapiti Warriors with Check 
Republic “pretty much winning 
as well.” Brittain also wanted to 
give a shout out to Ruggy who 
was recognized as MVP this year.

After a year of uncertainty, 
the 2021 Golden Pick Hockey 
Tournament was exactly what 
people needed and everyone in 
attendance enjoyed the event. This 
one will go down in the books. 
Here’s to next year!

have to be completed before we 
submit it to the International Dark 
Sky Association including light 
measurements over a course of 
time,” said Headwaters Alliance 
Development and Engagement 
Coordinator Alex Handloff.

In an article written by Handloff 
in October of last year, Handloff 
highlighted other communities within 
the state that have been designated 
Dark Sky locations, “In 2015, 
Westcliffe-Silver Cliff was designated 
a Dark Sky Community by the 
International Dark Sky Association. 
Four years later, Norwood was also 
designated a Dark Sky Community, 
followed by Ridgway just one year 
later in 2020. In 2015, Black Canyon 
of the Gunnison National Park 
became a Dark Sky Park, followed 
by the Great Sand Dunes National 
Park and Preserve in 2019.

Following in the footsteps of 
these communities and public 
lands in Colorado, the Slumgullion 
Center near Lake City was officially 
designated a Dark Sky Park just 
a few weeks ago. After years of 
hard work, the Lake Fork Valley 
Conservancy’s application was 
accepted by the International Dark 
Sky Association, preserving 58 acres 
of land on a piece of the eponymous 
Slumgullion Earthflow that extends 
from Slumgullion Pass into Lake City. 
It is only the second private property 
to become a Dark Sky Park.”

Handloff explained that the 
designation that they are seeking in 
Mineral County will be one of the 
largest Dark Sky locations in the 
country, estimating that when the 
application is finished and approved, 
it will be the second largest in the 
state. “Dark Sky Designation is a 
tremendous resource that is in danger 
of disappearing at any given time. 
Mineral County is one of the darkest 

places in the state and we want to 
preserve it.”

There are several benefits to a 
Dark Sky Designation which include 
wildlife hunting, breeding and feeding 
habits. Handloff highlighted this fact 
in his article to Valley Publishing in 
October explaining that areas with 
less light pollution ensure wildlife, 
amphibian and insect populations 
benefit immensely. Wildlife is not 
the only ones who benefit either. It 
has been proven that people living 
near Dark Sky locations sleep 
better, encourage power efficiency 
to minimize light pollution and the 
designation helps bring in commerce 
to local communities.

“It’s more than just star gazing but 
star gazing is definitely one of the 
benefits. People come from all over 
to enjoy the sights and experience the 
nights as it can only be experienced 
in a Dark Sky location. Those coming 
to star gaze come and stay the night 
brining commerce to the area. It 
also encourages stewardship ethic, 
bringing in the cities, counties and 
towns who do their part in minimizing 
light pollution.”

By the end of the application 
process, Headwaters is seeking to 
designate most of Mineral County 
with the help of several different 
entities. “It will be up to us to maintain 
light quality, provide environmental 
education to the public and to help 
encourage minimal lighting in areas, 
with no lighting at all in the core. 
Being a Dark Sky location is a rarity 
for now, but hopefully we will see 
more and more locations as time 
goes on.”

Handloff is continuing his work to 
measure light quality and the skies 
around Mineral County in preparation 
of completing the application. He 
hopes to have it submitted in the 
coming year.
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